NEW YORK =~ NEWS = POLITICS =~ SPORTS = ENTERTAINMENT ' OPINION - LIVING = AUTOS

The Italian cities of Florence and Verona
make the perfect trip for those looking for
artistic inspiration

BY SHELLY GOLDMAMNCONWAY COMFIDEMTIAL [ NEW YORK DAILY NEWS [/ Friday, November 20, 2015, 12:10 PM



William Shakespeare went to Verona, in northern Italy, three times. His works,
“Romeo and Juliet,” “The Two Gentlemen of Verona,” and “The Taming of the
Shrew” all take place here. Legend has it that an understated balcony extending
from the brick building at Via Cappello No. 23 once belonged to the real-life
Juliet, daughter of Lord Capulet.

TOURISM VERONA

An understated balcony in Verona, Italy is said to belong to Juliet, daughter of Lord Capulet. The
literary heroine receives letters from all around the world.

The link is dubious but quite famous. The address reportedly receives thousands
of handwritten letters each year addressed to “Juliet,” mostly from females,
many of which are teens living in America.

Verona’s written tradition predates even The Bard. A monk living here around
900 A.D. penned the “Veronese Riddle,” which scholars consider among the first
examples of the Italian language. The riddle refers to the practice of writing itself.

The manuscript to the “Veronese Riddle” belongs to the Biblioteca Capitolare in
Verona. Believed to be among the world's oldest libraries, its shelves also
permeate inspiration from Dante, Cicero and the unmistakeable smell of old
leather. Step outside and walk to the towering Porta dei Borsari, the main gate to
the historic city, which dates to the first century A.D. If nothing else, it's the
perfect backdrop for a Verona selfie. Along the way you'll pass a diverse crop of
modern shops and restaurants.

While downtown check out the Verona Arena at Piazza Bra, one of the largest
and best-preserved amphitheaters to survive the Roman Empire. During opera
season, it's one of the finest concert venues on the planet.



PICASATOURISM VERONA

The Verona Arena at Piazza Bra is one of the largest and best-preserved amphitheaters to survive the
Roman Empire.

Stay nearby at the recently renovated Palazzo Victoria. The property combines
three separate 14th century villas; one was an actual palace. Medieval and
Roman ruins were discovered when renovating the basement and are uniquely
visible beneath the hotel's dining room floor. The Palazzo features 74 spacious
guest rooms with classical décor and hardwood floors.

A daily breakfast buffet is included in the room rate. View the open kitchen while
feasting on amazingly prepared cuisine in the hotel's Borsari 36 Restaurant.

For an adventure off Verona's beaten path, Palazzo Victoria can arrange a visit
to the “King of Rice,” Gabriele Ferron, at Ristorante Pila Vecia. Ferron is a
fourth-generation rice miller and authority on Italian rice and risotto. Take a tour
of his risotto mill, then enjoy a private cooking lesson and lunch.

If Renaissance history piques your creative spirit, head to Florence — the birth
of the Renaissance.



First-time visitors will appreciate
an in-depth journey to the Arno
River and its oldest standing
bridge, the Ponte Vecchio.
Hosted by Florencetown Tours,
guides bring to life how the
history of Florence impacted the
history of Europe for centuries.
You will learn of the influential
Medici family and their role in
ushering in the Renaissance era.
Tours can be taken by foot or by
boat; all offer preferential access
to the legendary 14th-century
bridge.

Even when exploring Florence
without a guide, it's almost
impossible not to stumble upon a
museum or cathedral of historic
importance. The Accademia
Gallery is home to
Michaelangelo’s "David"
sculpture; the Bargello Museum
is home to Donatello’s lesser-

O RISEFVERDNE known (and very different)

The Italian city of Verona plays a key role in Dante Alighieri's rendering of the Old Testament's

Divine Comedy, and this statue of Alighieri now adorns Piazza most famous shepherd boy.
Dante in Verona.

To view the city off the downtown
tourist beat, stay at Il Salviatino. Nestled in the Tuscan Hills 15 minutes from
downtown, a complimentary shuttle takes guests to and from historic Florence.
Upon arriving at this beautifully restored 15th-century villa, it's impossible not to
feel enveloped by the marvelous countryside.

The property combines historic beauty with modern technology to create 45
luxurious guestrooms and suites.




SHELLY GOLDMAN
The historic city center of Verona is on UNESCO's world heritage list.

After a day exploring the city, visit the spa to rejuvenate with an ayurvedic
massage or to swim in one of the modern pools. The views of Florence below
are stunning. After taking it all in, you might choose to spend a couple days off
your feet and on a motorcycle. Il Salviatino’s "Harley Under the Tuscan Sun”
package includes a two-day Harley Davidson rental so you can explore Tuscany
on your own.

The staff at this hotel is welcoming and the food is excellent, authentic Italian.

Dine at La Cucina in the big room library, on the terrace, or on your own balcony.
When the black truffles are in season, you can arrange to go on a truffle hunt on
the grounds of Il Salviatino. The chef will then prepare a culinary delight with
your recently discovered truffles.

Like Palazzo Victoria in Verona, the staff at Il Salviatino can help prepare an
itinerary for exploring.

But there’s something to be said for spontaneity and discovering these treasures
on your own.



IL SALVIATING

IF YOU GO...

Getting there: No domestic flights fly nonstop to Florence or Verona. Emirates
Airlines and Delta Airlines fly daily directly from JFK to Milan (about two hours by
train to Verona). American Airlines flies from JFK to Chicago or London, then on
to Rome (about one hour by air to Florence, or 90 minutes by train).

Once there: Italians commonly travel around by train (trenitalia.com/tcom-en).
The trains are comfortable and the rates are reasonable.

IL SALVIATING IL SALVIATING
A 15th-century villa in Florence, Italy was restored to create the Il Salviatino hotel.

Stay:

Florence - || Salviatino (salviatino.com)

Verona - Palazzo Victoria (palazzovictoria.com)



